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v
The Island Farm . g ' 1%?-_ RS
Bridgewater Tovnship R ™ o

Near Dound Brook, Somerset County, New Jersey

Ovmer: Union Construction Holdlng Company

Architect;

‘Builder: (Probable) Gsorge Smock

Prescnt Condition: Tair
Mumber of Stories: Twoe and one~half
Materials of Construction; Foundation = stone

HExterior walls - frame
construction

Interior walls - plaster
Inside brick chilmneys

Roof - ganmbrel on older
portion, plich on recent
adéition

Historical Dala:

In 1684 Archibeld Comrbell vurchosed elght
hundred and seventy~seven scres west of Zound Srook
and built a house in the vieinity ol the house of our
survey which was called Kellls la2ll, We are not certain
who was the next owner of This trect of land, but we
Imow that in 1759 1t was the property of Cornelius Van
Horn snd was canlled Island Farm by which name it is still
novn. It ig alse mentloned as belng owned by Van IIorn
in the survey of 014 York llcad in 1764,
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: : The first deed on record in Somer&et
County belongs to the year 1793 when Nicholas Perrine
and wife sold Tsland :arm to George Smock, In thils -
deed 'we are told that Nicholas Perrine recelved the
property from Peter Perrlne who had purchased 1t from
Jacob Hicketts, Ricketts through nis attorney John
Crotwood acquired the property at sheriff sale; it iz
des¢ribed-as rart of the rcal estate formerly of
Corneliue Van Forn. We believe from the construction
that this oresent hobse wes bullt by George BSmock
“orLly after this purchase.

Geor 85 Swock was the son of Johﬂé and

BElizabeth Smoc“. ie was born in Monmoutl: County in

1754 and merried Sora Covenhoven of the same county

in 1779, She diled in Maprch 1794 and he married
Margaret Van Deventer In Wovember of that same wear,

She 'wag the daughter of Jacob and 3ara (nce Brokaw)
RSN _ Van Deventer. George Smocli as noted ashove obbtained

- R possession in 17933 before this date he had bheeon a

. : resident of M onmout:l County, e moved to Somcrsot County
about this time. We helicove thal he hullt this house
after he marricd his sccond wife., The framing of th

roof shows that this 'kand hewn timber had been used bhelove
Tecause thore oo ovideneces of mortlse and t enon construc-
tion.

_ Srmoclk gserved during Tthe T ovo;uthn in thhe Yew
Jersey militia, He stayed at Islsnd Ferm until 1810
when he moved to Monmouth ﬂountj hore he died iIn 18036,
Brock sold the “fonorty in 1817 te¢ John Herbert who had
possession untlil 1884 when he deeded the farm to James
odges We belicve that fodge was responsible for the
addition to the house and we also belisve that he

cdernized and generslly renovated thie house wien e
marehased ik, HModie wos & man of conziderahle means and
the owner of a ufedt deal of lond In thils rezion, -

n 1871 Hodge sold to Jomes Cleary, The
aston and Amboy Dailread Company purchased the fraum In

18?3 fLom.Cloa"“ . They were the ovners until 1091 vhen

they sold off part of it to the Port Neading Railvay

Company. This company took out their r;ght~a£4~n

and in 1217 sold to the Somerville Water Company vio
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transferred title in 1937 to the Union Construchion -
- Holding Companye. AT present the farm has on it
the Somerville Water Works. :

Bibliography: _ B
Ven Sickle, Bmogene The 01ld York Road

and Its Stage Coach Days  Flemington,
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Smock, John ¢. Gonealosical Notos on
tho Smock Family in the United States
Albany, frederick S, Hills, 1922
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Furﬁher researches requirs the following
rsvisions and additiona to the previous account.*

The site. on which now stands the house
here surveyed 1s found to be the same on which
‘stood as early as 1722 the homestead of Cornelius
Van Horne's once famed 1400 acre "Kells Hall"
~ planbation, a highland above the left bank of the
Raritan Rlver opposite the Junction of the tributary
Millstone River, The name "Island Farm™ applled to
this part of the original estate which appears in a
deed of 1856 and on a property map of Somerset
County printed in 1860 is obviously derived from
the fact of freguent flooding of the lowland meadows
which surround this highland on whlch the house and
barns are situated, Anclenily the York Road followed
“the course of the river more closely than deoes the
- stralght Easton turnpike which replaced it between
Bound Brook and Somerville, so that access from that
highway %o the house i3 now made over & cinder lane
nearly a mlile long,

The design and details of this tilmber
framed house, the most impressive Iin dimensions of
any of the historlc ones in the region, identify
its erection in the post-Revolution periocd. The
265 acres river front tract on which the house was
buklt was the homestead part of the orlginal 1400

#The documentary svidence now presented shows that
the sccounts of this house as published in Van
Sickle!s "The 01d York Road" and in Bailey!s
"Pre=~Revolutionary Dutch Houses" were written in
'1gnarance of the Pacta,
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acre estate of Cornelius Van Hozna which.was aold-ﬁ
entire to Jacob Ricketts of Elizabethtown by deed:

of © February 1786s#, and this part subseguently -
pasased to Peter Perrine who In turn transferred it - S
to Nlcholas Perrine who lived In Bridgewater Towne = ..
ship,.Samerset'COunty, in which it is sltuateds - -

This Nicholas Perrine, born 22 Octobar
1751, baptized in the Reformed Dutech Church of
Raritans# which then stood on the same bank of ~
the Raritan River about a mile above this "Island -
Farm" house; he died 5 October 1811 in this towne -
ship and 1is burled in the Presbyterian Church yard.
at Bound Brook, some two miles down the Raritan from
this house. He married 19 November 1775 Caﬁherins‘\__
Van Horn of Curacoa, West Indies; who was born. 59
May 1758 and died. 16 June 1798### apparently a =
relative of the Cormelius Van Horne, original owner
"of this estate, Either Nicholas Perrine or George'
Smock (then of Monmouth County) to whom he conveyed
the 265 acres of land "with the buildings" by a
recorded deed of lst May 1793 for 2400 pounds# -
"money of New York State" erected this house, they
being the two succesaive owners of the land in its .

#Reclted in Deed of 10 March 1786, Jacob Ricketts
to Skinner et al., recorded in Somerset Deed Book Eepy
Pe 93 and in one of 1 May 17983, N, Perrine to G. Smock,
recorded in Book E., pe 85

##Register of R.D. Che of Rariten, publ, in Somerset (o.
Hist. Quarterly, vole 3, "1751 Nov. 24 - Preyn, Piter &
Eva = Necklaes™ '

#w#See "Daniel Perrin the Huguenot and His Descendents . .-
in Americsa, 1866-1900" by Howland D, Perrin published ;
1910, p. 66

#About $6500, This price campared with that which’the
place brought in 1817 would 1ndicate subsequent erection
of the house by Smock, . .
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perlod of architecture and of record as actual
resldents in the township, Smock resided in the
house until he conveyed the farm by deed of 20
- Febrfuary 1817 to John Herbert of Mommouth County
- for $22,000, (Somerset County Deed Books E~B5
and I-B70), - _ o

- , George Smock, born 24 November 1754

- near Holmdel, Monmouth Couwnty, son of John and

. 'Elizabeth (Covenhoven) Smock, marrled firstly 4

- May 1779, Sarah Oovenhoven of Middletown, in the
same county, who died 30 March 1784 Iin Brildgewater
Township, Somerset County,at "Island Farm" to which

- the famlly had recently removed, and he married,

- gecondly, 27 November 1794, Margaret Van Deventer
of Bound Brook, Having sold "Island Farm" in 1817
as stated, George Smock and his famlly returned to
his native place in Monmouth County where he dled
5 June 1836 aged 8l~6-ll and was buried Iin the
family cemetery near Holmdel,#

HISTORY OF THE "KEILS HALL" PIANTATION:

Inasmuch as this "Ysland Farm" house
apparently was srected near the slte of, 1f not
‘on part of e the foundations of, the original
"Kells Hall' of Cornellius Van Horne mentioned
above, some record of that 1400 acre estate 1ls
here presented as the result of reseasrches in
contemporary public arehives. The advertisement
of the public sale of the estate of Cornelius Van
Horne, deceased, In the New York Gazette and Weekly
Mercury of September 5, 1774, describes 1t as "the
farm or plentation whereon the sald Cornelius Van

#3000 "Genealoglecal Notes on the Smock Family In the
United States™ by John C. Smock, puble 1922, pe 27

#tThe name appears as "Kells Hall Plantetion® in a
deed of 5 Februarg 1774, It 18 not to be confused
with "Phil's H1ill" plantation (NJ-523), adjacent on
the East, the seat of Col, Phlllip Ven Hormne,
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Van Home lately lived, lylng and being on Raritan
River, in the County of Somerset and province of

East New Jersey conteining hy estimation about 1400
acres of land, whereon is a lerge brick dwelling
house, orchards, grist mill, smelting house, barms,
stables and sundry out-houses' etc, # Evidently
this manor house of brick which appsars on record in .
a surveg map** of 1722 was destroyed between this
date b September 1774 and 1 May 1793 when George
Smook purchased the 265 acre tract on which it had
stocd, The timber frame house whlich he occupled
there bears all the marks of the later date.

By a deed of 20 November 1722, Cornelius
Ven Horne of New York City, merchant, and wire L
Elizabeth agreed with Joseph Reade of the same city,
merchent, and wife Amne, upon partition of the 2754
acres held In common as surveyed by "Alexender Macke
dowell with the asslstance of Mr. Micheel Venvagten -
and Mr, John Brokar in the presence of Mr, Adolph
Phillips and Phillip French, men elected by their
mitual assents for that purpose and laid out in four
" lots which doth more dlstinctly appear by a copy of
the Survey annexed to these Presenta." (See tracing
herewith) : _ _ : '

This deed recites that the Lords Proprietors
of the Province of East New Jersey by indenture of 28
Februery 1683 granted to Thomas Codrington of New York
City, merchant, 877 acres "at or near a place called
the Raraton upon the North side of Raraton Rlver in
the County of Middlesex" (which then included the areaz
of Somsrset) bounded South by the Raritan River, west
by the land of Captain John Palmer, north by the
"ecommon hills", east by lgnds of Mr, John Royse, and
that the sald proprietars by indenture of seme date
granted to John Royse of New York Clty, merchant,; also
877 acres bounded south by Rariten River, west by the
(abovesaid) lands of Mr. Thomas Codrington, north by
the hills, and east by land laid out for the proprietors,

#See "New Jersey Archives' 1st series, Vol., 29, p. 470
#u#See tracing of map herewith '
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A Further recital, that the sald John

-~ Royse by indenture of 30 August 1685 conveyed to
-the said "Captein Thomas Codrington of Raritan
River" all the aforesald tract sold to grantor
by the Lords Proprietors as above.

' And that the seld proprietors by
Indenture of 14 May 1688 granted further to the
sald Thomas Codrington of Raritan, "all that one
other part of land at the rear of his own land®,
containing 1000 acres, beginning "at the foot of
the Blew Hills" &t the northeast corner of the
land which he purchased of sald John Royse, thence
 north over the hills 80 chains “which 1z one mile"
' thence west 4° south 160 chains, thence southwest.
.45 chains to the northwest. corner of the land which
- saild Codrington purchased of Captaln Palmer, thence
7 at the rear of all his land to place of begimninge.
L Whilch three tracts lylng contlguous to each other
. were formerly in the sebtual selzure of the ssid
- Codrington, amounting to 2754 acres, 3

_ And that the said Codrington and wilfe
Hargaret by Indenture of 8 May 1706 grented unto
Philip French of New York City, merchant, deceased,
all the three tracts aforesaid, "with all and
singular the houses, out-houses, ediflices, byildings,
barns, stables, warehouges, landings" etc,.

And that the sald Phillp French by his
last will® dated 29 May 1706 devised unto hls three
daughters Elizabeth, Anne and Margaret all his sald
land oxr real estate at Raritan River with remesinder
to the survivor of any who died under age or unmarried.

#The will of Phillip French of N, Y., Mercht,, 20 May
1706, pr. 3 June 1707, also devlises inter al,, 5 pounds
for the poor of the Parish of Kellshall In England.
(Abatract of will publ, in colTections NeYeH.3.,. vol, 25,
Pe 442), Evidently hls daughter, Elizabeth Van Horme

" ¢alled her portion of his estate "Kells Hall® in honor
of his previous ssasoclation with the Parish of that namne.
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Tracing of diagram recorded with the Deed of 20 Nov, 1722 in
book D-2, page 14 (now in office of Sec. of State) by which
Cornelius Van Horne and Joseph Reade partitioned the 2754 acre
tract In Bridgewater Twp., Somerset Co., W.J., of Philip French.
of N.Y¥.Csy decd,, their father-in~law, The site of the houase
indicated hereon as Van Hornes became later that of "Island Farm"
house (NJ-528) and that of Reade'!'s became "Phil's Hall" (NJ-583).
The pond and Cuekolds Brook appear behind Van Hormne's house and
the Middlebrook beside Reade's is shown coming through the moun- -
tain at the gap n lad Chimnm ' n L
1o%erabomda§ypofo?:h%a%a?:at&.' - ___e.'y". Rolck? with Raritan River t?ha =
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The sald Margaret, the youngest, dled before 18 '
years of age and marriage, and Ellzabeth the eldest
- daughter married Cornelius Van Horne aforesaid, and
the second daughter Anne married Joseph Reade afore=
said, 80 that the said Van Horne and Reade in right
of thelr wlves became Jjolnily seized each of one
share of all the sald three tracts amounting to 2754
~acrese (Recordsd in Liber D=2, pages 7=13, lncls,
Fast New Jersey Records; neow depesited in office of
the Secretary of State).

_ : Gornelius Van Horne who thus obtained the

- western half of the 2754 acre estate on the Rariltan
- River, was born in New York City and baptized there
. on 17 Dece 1693, He married there 13 July 1718

- BElizabeth French daughter of Phillp French, became

a wealthy merchant there and as early as 4 March
1722 appears as "one of His Majesty's Justices of Ye
Peace for Ye County of Somerset", when he owned the
Kells Hall plantation there since 1707 in right of
his wlfe as above described., Having been recommended
- by hls relative, Governor Burnet of New Jersey,
Cornel lus Van Horne became a member of the Leglslative
Councll of that Province under the Royal appointment,.
In 1736 he was appointed mayor of New York Clty, but
d1ld not serve; in 1740 he was sppointed to the Commlisw
sion on the boundaries between the Provinces of
Massachusetts Bay and Rhode Island,

Ncdornelius Van Horne of the County of Somersetb
in the eastern dlvision of the Province of New Jersey,
gentleman", dled between 19 February 1768 and 23 May
17706, the dates of signing and of probate of hls Will
In which he devised all hls real and personal estate
to his wife Elizaheth Van Horne during her lifetime,
with power to sell part or the whole thereof, and after
her decease the eastern half of "the farm and Plantation
wherson I now llve sltuated in Somerset County aforesaid
whilch sald whole farm as appears by a map made on an
actual survey thereof by Benjamin Morgan and hereunto
annexed contains something more than 1102 acres,"ls
devised to son Philip Van Horne and the western half to
gon John Van Horne (reserving the grimt mill and six
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acres about 1t to son Philip), with reversion in
cagse they predeceased hlm to thelr issue, and
gsppoints the wife Elizabeth Van Horme as sole
executrix,

: In the inventory of the personal estate

of Cornelius Van Horne, deceassd, dated 9 September
1771 and filed with the wlll 1s a note that the
executrix Elizabeth Van Horne, had lately become
blind, Whether she was in fact the widow, of same
name, whose marriage to James Rivington of New York
City was reported in the New York Gazette and Weekly
Mercury of 20 March 1769#% seems contradicted by

this and by a deed of & Februarﬁ 1774 in which
"Elizabeth Van Horne, execubtrix” of the wlll of
Cornelius Van Horne late of Bridgewater township,
Somer set Counbty, New Jersey, deedsconveys bto Philip
Van Horne of seme place and Edward Foy of New York
City for 3000 pounds, the tract "oommonly called the
Mountain Lott" part of the estate of said Van Horne,
deceased, in sald township, contalning 800 acres,
bounded east by the mountein land which Thomas Mc
Iwrgh purchased from Joseph Reade then merchant of
New York, but since deceased, north by lands of the
Earl of Stirling, west part by the lands of Richard
Compton and part by the plantatlon now in possession
of Archibald Campbell purchased from sald Cornelius
Van Horne in his lifetlme, and south part by the
rear of Derick Van Velghten's land and part by the
rear of "EKells Hall Plantation commonly so called"
regerving thereout the grist mill and its six acres
devised to said Phillp Van Horne by the wlll of his
father Comelius Van Horne deceased, {Recorded In
Liber H=3, pe 206, of East New Jersey records, now
deposited in office of Secretary of State),

#Bee Somerset County Historical Quarterly, Vol, 7,
De 228




HABS=HJI =525
Page 1l o

_ Elizabeth Van Horne, widow of Cornellus,
~and John Van Horns, theilr younger son continued
to reeide in "Kille Hall" after his death, but the
estate proving Ineolvent, she as executrix conveyed
by deed of 26 February 1774 the plantation 1ln truet
to Charles M!'Evers and Augustus Van Cortlandt to
sell the same for the beneflt of the creditors.#
These trustees advertised the estate for sale in
Rivingtons New York Gazette of April 7, 1774, But
Judgments against the estate had been obtained
meanwhile and the sheriff of Somerset County seilzed
the plantation and advertlised it for public sale
to be held on November 1, 1774 on the premisesi#
deecrlibing it as containing sbout 1400 acres whereon
is "a large brick dwelling house, orchards, grist
mill, smelting house, barng, stablee, and sundry
outhouses,” The 1400 acre "Kells Hall" estate was
_ divided into 14 lote In a map of them made In
e February 1786 by Benjamin Morgan, By deed of 9

_ . February 1786, William HMcDonald, Esge., High Sheriff

- ' of the County of Somerset, conveyed the entire tract
to Jacob Ricketa of Elizabethtown, N, Je, as recitéd
in deed recorded in Book E, page 9, in offlice of
County Clerk, Somerville,

Architectural Analysis:

- The dimenelons and the formal plan of
this mansion house effectively eltuated on a rieing
headland overlooking the Raritan, combine to create
the most euccesasful example of a pretentious resldence
in this localitye In the success of its proportions
alone 1t surpassee the nelghboring and more famous
historically "Phil's Hill" mansion (NJ-523) which is
similar in deelgn. .

#S8ee notice dated 30 Jamuary 1775, pub. in the N.Y,
Gazette reprinted in New Jersey Archives, Vol, 31,
pe 51 and Vol, 28, p. 332 .

##Ses the Ne Y. Gazette and Weekly Mercury 5 Septe
1774 reprinted in N.J. Archives Vol, 29, pe 476
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' . The floor plan composed of & wide atair-
hall from front to rear entrances, with & pair
of principal apartments on each slde; and the two
chimneys in each gable end, mark this house as
definitely of late 18th century erection. The
detalls of woodwork confirm this assignment of date

" but certain of them, the mantel in the "study" and

the trim of thﬁ wlndows in the chamber marked

"living room” on sheet No, £; belng obviously of =
later style must be noted as subsequent replacements,
This later remark applles to the double doors

between each palr of rooms there, the panelling
thereln belng common to work ln 18850, as ls the
"entire ralling of the stalrs, the entrance doors,

and the north front poreh. The most important
alteration sppears in the eaves; the exlisting over-
hand being obviously a replacement of & box cornice,
The original frelze appears to remalin thers st the
eaves, however, and that on the south front bears
clearly the marks of applied modillion brackets

since removed, a further evidence for the original
box cornice, The frelze of the north front is
ornamented now with the interlaced wood "strapwork"
applied in the fashion of early 19th century,

Marks in the palint on_the original beaded clapboards
Indlcate former exlstence of a pllaster having been
set there, on each slde of the doorway probably as
part of a portlico to the front and the rear entrances.
The present portico to the north sntrance accordingly
is shown to be a later replacement,

Since the site on which this "Island Farm"
house has stood since 1ts erection about 1793 is found
earlier to have been that of "Kells Hall" which latter
house was described In 1774 as a large brick dwelling;
it is of interest to discover certain existing features
which indlcate that the flrst named was bullt on part
of the foundatlons remalning from the destructlon of the
earlier house. For, the present basement 1s divided
into four rooms by brick walls on which bear the timber
jolsts of the first floor, and the largest of these
rooms ls floored with bricks 8 x 13 inches face, Very
remarkable 1s the great arched brick feature In the
northeast room, obviocusly the support for a fireplace
above, and sbutting its rear, in the southeast room,
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a cornsr fireplace. Nelther of thege features

beam any relatlon to the firsplace 1in the correspond-
ing two rooms above (compare sheets 1 and 2) the flue
from that comer fireplace being crudely brought up
In an elbow form over the floor in the closet to
connect with the Independent chimnsy In the room
marked "study", clearly an asdaptation of existing
conditions to new works, Thls wunusual smount of bricke
worX in the basement, and even as partition walls in
the first and second storles, (a unigue usage) may be
materlial salvaged from the earlier house which was
destroyed between 1774 and 1795,
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